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THE  MOOSE  AND  WAPITI
OF  MANITOBA
AND   A   PLEA   FOR   THEIR   PRESERVATION

At the Annual Meeting of  the  Historical  and  Scien.tjfic  Society

::#::i°§:i,h:;%;:tthhee¥:e¥£.doe.n4,.Phue£]d±::.'¥::n:Pj:;,°:atvhfen:V]:nntfrno:
duced  the  subject  "The  Moose  and  Wapiti"   of  Manitoba,   called  on
Mr.  J.  P. Turner,  who read the following paper :

I  have  Peen  favored  with  a,  reciuest
to  r`ead  a sihort  paper  beffo,re  your  cSo-
ciety,   and   thou.gh  iit   may   ,be   a,  littl.e
ou't  of  the  usual  line  of  ihistorical  re-
cords,  I  ,nave  choseri  for   my   sub.iect
one  which,  I  th.ink,  beins'  a,  sig,ntifica,nt
relation   to    Manitoba's     histor`y.   and
ol^e   whiph,   all   to.   probably.   will   .be
looked  ftyack   upon   iby   future   genera,-
tions  as  of  far  imore  importance  than
we  a,t  the  pre'sient  date  are  incliniei  to
give  it,    I  ref.er  to  our  magnificent big
deer-the  moose  and  wapiiti-ajnd  tihc.ir
ouitloo#   for   the   future.     Though  ex-
tlicme]giv   different    in    general    arppea,r-
ances  and  ch.aracteristics.  it  seemtsl fit-
t:n.`g  to   cla,sis  these  two   tog'ether.  They

:il;iqEra:b:Elay.aft:rsm=i.i=p:i:anwth:I:
deer  fainily  on  the     Nortih    American
cor.tinent,   and   .throu.gthout   the   world`
they  are  tlie  undisD.dted  `gianbs! of  th.eir
kin`a.

The  inoose  is  th,e   most   cunins``-    ,the
most  prolific,  and  the  hal.diest  of  any
of  t.he  big  game  anima,1s  now  existing
in a wild sta,te, and  the wapiti  or elk is
the most imposing, th'e stiatelies't,and tjhe
grand.est ityipe  of  all .the  antlered  tribes
on  the  ea,rth.. `  Though  a  comparative-
ly small  and  less  highly  developed  re-
presentative   of   the   moose   exists   in
northern Eui`ope,  botii  ithese  huge  deei`
ill.e   peculiar   to   th'e     Noi`fl`   Amei.jean
'continemt,   and  were   a,mong   the   mo€it

|jlentiful  of ith.e  la,rge  mammals  on  the
`;ontin'ent   when    th.e   w':^ite   Imam   first
s.et  foot  upon  it,     The  moose.   assisteid
not   on.ly   .by   its   SUT)erior   cunning  a;nd

ca,pafoilities   of   self-protection.   but  fey
the  more   impenietrable   nature   of  its
forest  home.  can  ibe  sa,id'  to  have  held
its   own   against   t`he   wast.ing  destruc-
tion   of   the  whiit'e   man's  I.ust   for  kill-
lng.    But  next  to  t.he  bfrsion.  t'he  waDiti
has  suffei.ed  more  than  any  American
big ga,me,  and  tQ-day  we  ha,ve  at  last
co,me  face  to  face   with.   the   scattered
survivors    of     its     former.   countless
th.-ousan-dJsi.       Roughly     sDeaking      the
va,st,   na,tural  ra,n`ge.  of  the   moose  oc-
cupies  the  forest  regio-r]s  of  tthe  north-
erly  .half of  Nort.h  America, from  coast
to  coast,  with  tlhe  chief  exceptions   of
pol.tiions  of  Briti!slh  Colurmlbia„  a,nd  most
of  the  country  contiguous  to  H.udsoni.s
Ba,y.     Th.e   iinm.ense   tra,ct  over   whtich
it   roa,ms   hats  iprotbably  not  decreased
in   total   area,  from   tha;+   af   p,rimitive
times;  and  some  evier.  decla,re  that  tthe
moose  oocupiies  more   territory  at  the
present  day  than  ever  foefore.  Be  t.ha,t
as  it  may,  it  is  undoubtedly  true  tha.t
in   severa,I   portions   of   Canada,   .it   thajs
of  recen.t  years  .become  .more  .plentiful
than  even  it`he  ea,rliest  records  show  it
to  have .ever  been.    It  iis\  not  a.  migra-
tor.y  animal,   but  there   are   rna,ny  in-
stances  to  sh.ow  that,  at  long  periods.
it   will  surrender    a     lal`g?     terriitol.y
wh.ere  it  has  lbeen  well  established.  to
occupy  another iterritory  where  iit  .has
ibeen  hilt/h.erto  little  knoiwn.    It  is  nat-
ura,1   to   foeliieve   that   .i`n  itih€   coui`sie   of
timie  this  assumes  a  slow  and  gradual.
d.riftinig back  and  forth  from  onie  area
to  another.

When we  consider  the  eno.r`mous  ex-
tent Of its  natural home, most oif which
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will n.evier `be adapted  to  settl..ement, an.d
th.e  ishy,  elusive  ina;tune  of  .the  a,nimal,
we  are  almos.t  safe  in  saying  that  it
will   never   become    cxti.net.       In   tihe
courige  o/f tiime  its  range  will  ®robablv
decrease and  iit will vanish from ma'ny
of its present ha,unto;  but in  the  grea,t
tl.a.cklers   willdermess   of. tb^   north.     it
will   always     have    a   compa,ratively
safie  refugie.    Even  i.n  tthe  settled  por-
tions   Of   th.e   country,  J  whieTe   enorigh
Wild,  itimfoered  la,nq  is  availa`ble,  it will
C"l+.inue  to   exist  and   t.hrive   il.   Prop-
erly  .prctectied,   as   iLt  conf orms   I.ea,d.ily
to  its  su.rroundingrsL

A  Vast  Range.

The  former,  natural  range    of    the
wapiti  covered  an  immense  area  from
the  Atla,ntic  to  the  Pacific,  and  from
New   Mexico   in  the   .south   to   British
Columbia,  the valley of the  Saskatche-
wan, and the Great I-akes in the north.
Though  most  of  the  herds  now  exist-
ing  are   found   in     wild,  mounta,inous
stretches  of  country  covered  with  for-
est growths,  the  wapiti  thrives equally i
well   on   the   open   plains,   a,nd   befrore
forced  to  ta,ke  refuge  in  its 'wilder  and
more   inaccessible   strongh.olds   of   to-
day,  it- roamed  in  countless  thousands
throughout  the  high,  dry  plains  of the
west.    Wapiti  were  once  very  plenti-
ful  in  the  Adirondack  and  Alleghany
Mountains,   and     early  records    show
them  to  ha.ve   once  existed  in  Quebec
and  Ontario.    Towards  the  south,  they
roamed  in  great  ba,nds  over  the  coun-
•try  now   occupied  by   Kentucky,   Ten-
nessee   Ohio   and  Indiana,  and  to   the
north       they     were       very    plentiful
throughout  Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Min-
nesota,   the   Dakotahs,   Manitoba   and
portions  of  the  Northwest  Territories.
Over   the  greater  part  of   their  range
their  extermi.nation   was   accomplished
almost   as   compl.etely   as   tha,.t   of   the
buffalo,   and   in    the     early  '80's   they
pra,cticalls;-    ceased     to     be     a,    plains
ariimal.    Early  in  the  nineteenth  cen-
tury  they were  t,otally  exterminated  in

their  eas<tern  range,  and  a,t  the  present
day   the   most   easterly  country  occu-
pied  by  them  is  in  Ma,nitoba.    In  Cali-
forinia,   they   ha,ve   all   but    ceased   to
exist.    The  same  thing  can  be  said  of
Oregon a,nd Washi,ngton,  and the coun-
try  southward  frcm  Colorado.    Mani-
toba  and  Wypming  are  the  only  por-
ti`ons  of  their  once  great  range  where
they  can  be  said  to  be   still  plentiful,
and  in  parts  of  Colorado,  Ida,ho,  Mon-
tana,   Alberta    and    British  Columbia
scattered  herds  exist.

Owing  to   its  gregarious  haibits  and
the  comparatively   open     character  of
its  western  ra,nge,  the  wapiti  had  little
to  protect  it  a,gainst  the    destructiv.e
warfare  waged  upon  it i-n  the  winning
Of  tThe  west.     To  the  fact  that  it  wiill
adapt  itself  and  thrive  in  widely  dif-'fering  surroundings,  can  thanks  a,lone

be  given  that  it  didunot  fallow  in  the
bison's   wake.     Several   year.s   ago,   1n
spite  of  this,   the  wapiti  in   the   wild
sta,te   threatened  soon   to   vanish  for-
ever;   and   even   in  its  most     isola,ted
ranges,  it  could  not `have  held out long
against  tihe  scores  Of  head,  hide  and
t.eeth  hunters  who .preyed  upon  it.  But
the  Amel`ican  nation  awoke  to  a  real-
izati,on   of   the   wapiti's   hopeless   out`-
look,  a,nd  by  adopting  stringent  mea-
sures  for  its   protection,   and  creating
a,n  increasing  pufolic  senti`meut  for  its
perpetuation,  the  danger  of  its  extinc-
tion  was  apparently  averted.    By  the
establishment  of  the  Yellowstone  Na-
tiomal  Park,   a  comparativ.ely  safe  re-
£uge was provided for the  largest herds
of  wapiti  existing  at  the  time,  and  in
other  parts  of  the  oountry  state  legis-
1-ation  rna.de  t.he  laws  so  stringent  that
few  people  dared  to  violate  tTh.em.  This
movement  .for  the  protection    of    the
wapiti  has   met  with   success,  and  'in
the   Yellowstone   Park   at   least     they
will  always  exist  in  a  practically  Wild
state.

Protection  Wanted   Here.
Tur'ning  our  a,ttention  to  Canada `we
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do  not  see  the  same  favora,ble  state  of
things   existing.     In    th.e     matter    of
game  protection  it  ha,s  long  been  felt.
that`we  have  been  fa,r  more  success-
ful   th.an   our   neighbors   to   the  south,
but the time  has  arrived  for us  also to
seriously   consider  the   wai)iti  and   its
future.outlook.    If  we     do     not  take
orompt  preasures   for  its   ful.ther  pro-.
tection,   the   da,y   is   not    far    distant
when  w-e  will  be   unable  to   include  it
among   the  wild   animals   not   only  of
Ma,nitoba„  but  o£  Canada.

Though   often   termed   the   "prairie
province,"    Manitoba   in   reality    only
embra,ces   within  its  boundaries  about
one-half  of   its  total   area    in  pra,irie
country.    Roughly  speaking,  this.  pra.-
irie  belt  is  the  ,eastern    extremity  .of
the   great  prairie    of    the    Canadia,n
West,  which   enveloping     the    south-
western  half of  the  province,  gradua,1ly
dies  awa,y  as  it  approaches  the.valley
of  th.e Red  River and  the  souther.n and
western  slopes  Of the  Riding  and Duck
Mounta,ins.   Bluffs and belts  of decidu.
ous  trees  lie  irregularly  scattered  over
this  broad expa.nse,  or follow the  many`
winding   Courses   of    the    rivers     and
strea.ms,   and   in   some     localities   th'e
countl.y  assumes    a  rough  and    hilly
character,   where   isolated   growths   of
evergl.Gens-outriders    of     the     great,
coniferous  forest  of  the  north-replace
the  unva,rying  monotony  of  the  wind-
sw.ept  prairies.    Over  the  northeastern
`half   of  the   pr.ovince,   and   i.n  marked'
contrast to this  matchless land of farm
industry  and  plenty,  the  silent,  thinly-
settled  .forest  stretches  away  in  all  its
wild,     untrammeled       grandeur.;     and•though  showing  the  ravages  of  forest

fires   and  the  bite   of    the  woodma,n's
axe,  it  still  defies  the  outer  world  and
holds aloof  the  persistent  tread  of  set-
tlement.    Far back  from  the encroach-

` ment  of  thie  steel-shod  roads  of  com-
merce,   and   the   little,   frontier   towns

`.lies   the   wilderness-where   the     p`oor
:.ci:1.i.nants   of     the   persecuted     redman

still    find    freedom,    and    where    the
magnificent,  wild  animals  of the  north,
still  roam  in  th`e   threatened   security
of  their  natural  haunts.    Her.e  in  o,ne
of  the  finest  game-lands  of  the  mod-
em   day,   though   threatened   by     th.e
march   Of  modern    time,   the    mighty
moose  and  lordly  wa,piti

Still   Live  and   Thrive.
Over  .this  l`itt.le-known  regio I   of  the

north.ern  forest,  N4ture  seem'sl  to  have
ruri   riot   in   a   `bew'i.lderi.ng    chaorsl     of
muskeg  and  ridge.  rock  a,nd  swa,mp-
in   summier   a   fo'I`bidding.   fly-infested
land  pa,1pitait.inlg  witti  wild` li.fe.  ill  win-
ter  a  huge,    frozen    solitud.e-and   to
ihave  thrown idown  in  careless  disorder
tangles  of     forest   gpo,wth.g  made   the
mol`e   inextricaib.le   by   tlie   desrtructive
•e]emenits  of  fire  and  storm.   Deep-fur-
rowed   hea.pS   of   .  storTn-tossed   tiiunks
lie  piled  in  countleis,s  confusions  of  de-
cay  ,while  from  thie  itaLngled  rootsi and
wreckage      underneait.h,        the.    you.n&..
straigtht-stemmed  forest  of` th:e  second
growth  s.pring\s  u.Tt.    Or  wh.ere  the  for.-
eat  fire  has  sw.ept  along  gr.ea,t,  1onel5i
wast,es   of     bare,   black.ened  itamiaracs
ear   their  .sullen   stum.ps     a.hove    the

spongy  swamps.    Hiere  and   there  be-
tween   the   dense   belts    of     I.oreisit    lie
broad,   park-like  riidges  f.roe  iof  under.-
brush,. over  wi.hLc:    .the  iaclapin'es  grow

pl€i.nted  and  ojpaced   off  b.v   Natupe's
hand with. wonqerful exa,ctniess.  Gro-.-e§
of\  p`cxplar,  spru.oe  and  birch,  h.azel  and
willow  th`iokets.,  tama;rae      a,nd    cedar
swamps,  clothe  tlle  land  'i.n  an  endless
succession  of  vajst, -siilient  for.eat   which
a.tret.chesi   far   a,way   to   the   north   to-
ward   the   "land  of  little  st.icks."

inrough  most     df     t,h.e     length   ,nrid
bl`ead'th  of  this  forest  re,.gion  and  .T`ea-
sonably  distant  from  the  'settlements,
moo,se   are   plent.iful.    Pen6tratp  it    in
wi.nter  almCisit  where  you  will,  and you
wiill  find  .their  traclas  leading .back  and
forth  from  one  feeding  ground  to  an-
otiher.    Everywhere  you  go you  will  see
the  wil~l'ow  and  birch  growths  shot.n  of
thei`r  u'pper `branches  a,s  with  a  scythe,
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a,nd  in  every  'swamp  and  muskeig  will
be   seen   t-he      -Gee,p-trodd.en,     summer
nunw`ays.

Each  year  in  Manitoba  ithe  number
Of  mcuse  killed  .increases.  and  strange
to  say,  each  year .iit  becomes easier for.
tlhe   sportsman   to   secure    a    trophy.
WlheFe  twenty  yeai.s  a,go  only  tlhe  .na,-
tivle   hun-ters   coulid  Lluccessf ully   track
ant.   lay   low   this   `elusive.   giar`   deer..
to-da,y   a,nyone   fitted   to  withstand   a
little .hard.strip  and  exposure.  can bring
it  .to bag  with  ,rid..oulou.s  ease.    All  we
h.eve  read  and heard  of  the  wonderful
sa,ga,city  of  the  moose seemsi to  be  fail-
ing  it  as  its  enemies  increa,se,  and  to-
day  in'stead  of  a  thorough  knowledge
of  th.e  a,nima,1  and  its  trickeries,    t.he
hunt`er in  most  causes needs b.ut  to  ta,ke
into th'e ibush  a mod'ern  rifle  and a  lit-
tle luck,  if ' ihe  woul'd  bring out  a,n ant-
1Iered  head   and  a  big   story.     I   have
met   unexp.c`ctealy     with   moo.se   while
travelling  straigh.t   down   wind.     and
ha,ve  dri-ven  up  tzo  them  ut.ith  a  tea,in
of   h.orses  ln  a noisy,    cumbrou's9   bob-
S1.'eilgh,   only   to    have    them  stare  in-
quiringly   at  me   and   shambl.e   slowly
off.    On  other  oc`casions  I  ha;ve. known
tdrem  to  I.eed  c'o,se  to  o„.  .camp  n.ig,ht
after  night.  in  ®pi.te  of  a,  h.und,red  dif-
£ei.ent   noises   from    wood=chotpping    tcl
singing,  which .broke  t'he  silen.ce  of  the `
s.urrounding   fore}s.t.      0,I   course   .there
are   exceptions   to   t.his.   and  thtere  are
many  old   moose   ranging  throujrh   the
wilds   of   Mani.to.ba,     will.oise     inherent.
protective  instinct,s  a,re  such.  that  thtey
w,ill   unconsciousr`;     leai     the   huntei`
away  upon  a  tomr  tl.amp.  from  which
he  will  invariably  return empty-hand-
ed  unlesis  .hie   be   a,   master  of  his  ;rt.
Let.  the  hunter  but  betray    his  pres-
ence  tihr.Qugh  the  a,gency  ot.  any  of  I li.e
clever  prec.actions  the  animal  will  in-
stinctively   take   a,s  hcj   tra,vels   -flong.
arLd  his  hunit  will be  over for  that  day.
To  such  an  animal  th^   T`re.caution     t,o
guard   aigainst   t.I.e   cl()se   aDoroach   of
an   enemy   co`mies   naturally,   anid  it   is
tthrough  no  premeditated  Dla,nming.   or

imm'ediate  fear  o.i  danger.  .th.at- it  re-
sorts  ito   artifice   inte.nd:e`d   to   w'a,rn   it
of ariy  trailing da:n.8.er.  9n]y  'the  train-
ed  humiter,  and   one  whio  ils  I.ully  equal
to  evading  th'e  animal''sr  keen  ,powers
of  see,nt  and  hearing.  and who ca,n ap-
proach  unawares  to  within easy  sh.o`ot-
ing  range,   is  a   matc`Jh

For   This   ``R.eal"    Moose;      .

and  ,more  moose   are  killed  each  year
by  sportsmen , situmibil.ing ` blindly  unon
theJm,   or   by   a,   Ia,ck  of  protective  in-
sitiritct  on  th.edr  qua,rry's  pa,rt.   tha,n  :by
cltever  trackinig.    For  this  ithere  is but
one  explanation.    The  moose  which  in-
habit  that  part  of  the  forest  country
'a,djaeeut t`o the stettled districts b.e,come
as   it  were   ha,lf   domesticated.    They
in  itime iget  used  to  the noise of trains,
wa;gong,       Wood-chopping    and    rna,ny
other  sounds,  and are  constant.1y h.ea,r-
im,g  or  seeing  thin4gs  that   wou-]d  `sen-a
the  sihy,  wary  m'oo-se  Of  the  far  north
into  paniciky  flig.ht.    Even  a,  I.ifle  sho,t
at  no  gireat  distance does  not  ,se)em  to
a,1arm  thlem  to  any  extent,  so  lttha,t  it
is  little wond.er that the  emtoryo  moose
hunter   usually   attains   his   end.  wgivh.
sul`prising  .ease.     As  .cme  gets  faather
into  thie wilderneesl  the  moos-e  becomes
cor`respondin®1y  more  difficult  to  hunt.
a,nd  in  .the  great,   sil'ent  fiorest  of   the
far   north,   it   is     pra¢tiicamy   imtm/une
from  all  but  the  native  track.e`r.    Any
old  enesident  of   Manitoiba,  will   declare
that   before   ibhie   courl)try   was   setitil.ed,
the  s`uccessful   Indian   moose   hunters
w-ere  f.ew  and  far  between.  and  wh..en-
ever  one  suioceeded  in  killing  a  moose
it  was  a matter  qui.te  worthy of  com-
ment  in  the  siettlemiemts.      N`ow  there
are  probably  five  hundred  moose  kill-
ed   a.rmua,lly  iby  People  firom  ithe   ci`ties
and   towns,   who  know   li`ttle   more   of
tile  a,nimal  other  thain  its  ap)pearanee
along  a  rifle  barrel.

In   spite  of  thie   many   da,ngers   with
which  the  moose  has  to  .contend,  it  is
surprising  how  itadiheres to  its fa,vor-
its   haunts  in   Mamit-oba,   but   there   is
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little  doulbt  that its  ]`aniger is slowly  but
steajdi`ly   con.tractiing.     Each   year   the
number of sportsm,en  and me.at-hunter.s
increases,  and   consequent.ly  the  num-
ber  of  moosle  killled  increases   accord-
ingly.    At  the  present  da.y  the  bulk  of
the  population   in   the  forest    country
depends  la,ngely  u.Don  deer  meat  for  its
livelihoo'd,  not  from  hecessity  but  from
ch.Dice,  and  many lumber and  tie ca.mps
providie   their   men   almost   exclusively
with  vension.    I  know  of  several  large
companes  who  employ  men  to  provide
th'eir camps with  deer meat  throughout
the  winter  and  eajch  of  these  men  are
aecountiable   for   th'e    dea,th  of    about
thirty  animals  per  season.    Others  kill
t'he.in   for   the   hides   and   heads   alone,
for  wihich  they  find a  rea,dy  rna,rket  in
the   cities  a,nd   towns.    Naturally  thi's
state of affairs  cannot  a,lways  exisit, as
it  will  cease  with  the  extermina,tion  of
the  deer  in  the  province  and  unless  the
moose  and  wapiti  al`e  protected  during
the   close   season   .they   will   gradually
a.isa,ppeal.  altogether  fl.om  our  forests.
This  might.be  excusable  were  there no
land  whic'h  t,he province could  afford  to
give   them,   but  there  a;re  large  tracts
which  will  never be  of real  value,  a,nj
•which   if   the   law   were   properLly   en-
£ol.oed,  would  provide    a    refuge    for
them  for  all. time  to  co,me.

The   most  worthless  ]a,nd    we    have
within   our   boundaries   is   the   natural
home   of   the   mioose.     Barring   winter
]um.bering,  which  should  net  be  detri-
mental  to  the  a,nimals,  the  huge,  1ow-
]ying    tl.acts    of    muskeg,    overgl'own
wiith   sthnted   tamarajck,.   spruice     and
willow   offer, no   commer.cial   indu'stry.

As  I  ha,ve  said  before:   the  moose  is
in  no  appa,rent  danige,r  of  total  extinc-
tion,  but  in  the  course  of  time  iL  will
most   certainly  ceasie  `to   exist  in   por-
tions  of its present  range and while  we
have  space  to  give  i`;  in  Manitoba,  we`
shoiuld  put  forth   every   effort  to  pre-
serve  it  among  our  big  game  animals.

Wapiti   Vanishing-

In  comparison  to  the  moose,  the  wa-
piti  is  in  far  greater  da,nger  of  extel.-
mination.    Its' range  in  the  province  is
mu.ch  more  lim.iced  comprising  a  piece
of  country  between   Lakes    Winnipeg
and  Mani.toba,  and  the-districts  of  the
Riding and  Duck  mountains.  Forlherly
it  was  plentlfdl  in  southern  Ma,nito`ba,
but  with  the  except`ion  of an  occasional
strag.gler,  it  is  seldom  seen  there  now.
Each  year its  range  shriniks  before  the
advance   of   settlement,   and   the   con-
stantly  inercasing  numfoer  of  hunters
who   pursue   it.    Between   the   lakes   it
is  pro\bably  making  its  last  stand,  and
reports  from   there   show   that  it  now
occupies  a  very  lii.mited  area.    Several
more  years  will  suffice  to  kill  it  off  ir]
this   distl.ict,   unless   prompt  steps   are
tal*en  to  preserve  it.    In  its  wilder an.a
more  inacces.sible   range  of  the  Riding
and  Duck  mountains  it  is  reported  to
`be  sltill  fairly  plentiful,   but  I  have  re-
cently been  informed ,that  it  is steadily
decreasing  in  numibers7.  The  num`ber of
wapiti  existing  to-day  in   Man\ito.ba  is
probabl.y  far  smaller  than  is. generally
believed.  In  the  Riding Mountains  dig-
trict   lies   an   extens`ive   tract   of   wild
country  splendidly  a,dapted  for  the  wa-
piti.    It  is  ,practically  useless  for  set-
tie.ment,   and   barring  some  lumberilng
it  will  nevler  be  of  value  to  She  pro-
vince except as  a large and magnificen.t
game  and   timlber  preserve.    Here  the
moose   lives   also,   as   .w€1.I   as    sma`11er
deer,   and  if  tJhe  people     of    .Ma,nitoba
give  evidence  enough  of  their  support
o,f   su.ch   a   movement   it   is   a.ltogether
likely  that  t`he  provincial  government
will  bring  to  a  successful. issue  a  pro-
position  now  be[`ore  itt  to establish  such` a  preserve.

Under   ,pre.sent   condition's.   the   wa-
piti   will   disa,ppear,  but  if   we  .arouse
ourselves  to  the  importance  of  main-
timing  it  in   the  provinc'e,   we  can   do
so,  and  pr.eserve  it  fo,r  all  time.      All
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that  is  required  is  public    sentiment
in  favor  of  the  miovementb  a;a we  ha,v.
a,ble   men   in   our  legi'sla,tur.e  ready  to
comply  with  any  such  reasona,bl'e  re-
quest.      Therefore,  I  say,  let  us  pre-
`serve  the  wapiti,  and  not  relegate  it
to  history  and  museums.      To  an  un-
thinkin.g    man  lt  is  probably    nothing
more  than  hide  and  m'eat,  but  to  the
lover   .of   the   great   out-of-doors,   t,Ihe
natul.ali'St,   tihe   sportsimen.     Fnd     the
who.lesome-minded  cit:^zen,  it  is  a  sub-
ject`of  the   deepest  admdliation.
_    What   will  the   outcome   of   all  this
needless   de'structlon   mean?       Siinply
tha,t  the  ,people  a.f  Manitoiba   will  1os'e
two   of   the   grandest   o.I   big  animals
now   existing,   through   the   agency  of
a  few  wiho  are  slaugihtering  them  for
purely  persona,1  gain.       Wfill  wie  a,llow
fintu,re  generati'on'si  to   look  1)ack  upon
the  killing  of ' th.ese  splendid   aiii.mats
as  an  indelibl'e  blot  upon  our  national
ctharacter    Many  say  to  protect  them
is   to   finme   class   legisl.ation,   which
Will  pre.serve  them  only  for  t'h.ose  who
would kill  for  siport.      To  such  people,
we  can  but .extend  sym.path¥.      Th`ey
are  so  engros`sed  with  their  own  pel`-
sponal   affairs   t.hat  they   ca,re  little  for
the  magnificent  thing`si Niature  has  be-
st.owed  upon  them.    They  see  nothing
of the  beauty  of Na.ture,  t.hey  care  for

nothing  other tjhan that which  directly
concerns  them,  and they do not realize
that   after  a,11,   the  true  -sportsman  is
the  most  potent  factor  in  game  pro-
tection.

In allegiance  to  our  countl`y±  and  its
bi.g  gaime  heritage,  let us  not put  u`pon
the   minutes   of , our  hi'story,   t.hat  the
wapiti  sought  its  last  refuge  in Mani-
to'ba and  was  miserably  exter,minated,
or  that  th'e  moose  was  driv€.n  forever
far  b.eyond .our  borders.

The  Manito'ba  Game  Protective  as-
soc`iation  has  for  some  time  pa`st  b.een
a;dvecating    the     esta,blisihment  of     a
provincial       game     preserve,     liaving
brought   the   proposition     b`efore     the
legi.sl`ature;   and,  I  think,  if  other  so-
cieties were to  offer .t.heir 'sur±?ort  they
would   greatly   arsi'st   in   the   accom-
plishm.ent  of  th`e   d'esired  results.     No
organization  in  th'e.province  is    more
worthy  o£  1'ending  a  hel.ping  hand   in
such  a  ca,u'se  than  the  Manitoba  His.-
tor±oal   and   Scientific   Society,   which,
fo.r   many   year.a,   has  kept   constantly
in   touch   witth   the   many   important
factors  in  our  provincial  history,  and
I  trust  that  its  in-embers  will  consider
the  future  o.f  lou,r  big. game  and  give
their  support   in   pl`oviding     for     its
p.erpetuation.t

At the close of the reading of the paper a discussion arose on the
matter of the preservati6n of the deer family in Ma.nitoba.,  when  it  was
moved 6y Mr.  W. I.  Mcl,ean,  seconded by Chief Factor William Clark,
and unanimously agreed ,as follows :

"Whereas this Society learns that a proposition has been brought before  the

Legislature of Manitoba by the Manitoba Game Protective Association to esta,blish a
provincial  game  preserve  in  the  Riding  Mountains  District :  this  Society, begs  to
give notice of its hearty endorsation of the movement."
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